Introductory email to Indigenous Peoples participating in the public and electronic consultations on the draft strategy on UNEP and Indigenous Peoples

Dear Friends, 

In May 2006 the UN-PFII recommended to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) to adopt an indigenous peoples’ policy and ensure the full and effective participation of indigenous peoples in the formulation of this policy and its programs and projects.

Towards this end, the Major Groups and Stakeholders Branch of UNEP is committed to enhancing UNEP’s collaboration with indigenous peoples and their communities through a greater commitment and a more systematic approach to partnerships and strategic dialogues with indigenous peoples organizations.  

The draft document that you will find in attachment (“UNEP and Indigenous Peoples: Partnership in Promoting the Environment and Human Well-Being) seeks to provide the relevant information for UNEP staff as well as Indigenous Peoples on how to achieve this.

The draft as it stands now will be presented during a public consultation with Indigenous Peoples representatives during the UNFCCC COP 13 in Bali as well as submitted to an electronic consultation process via email with a global representation of Indigenous peoples as well as UNEP staff. The aim is to submit the revised draft strategy to the Executive Director mid 2008 for his approval.

Please send your comments and amendments, if any, to  Raymond de Chavez: raymond@tebtebba.org and a copy to Joji Carino: joji@tebtebba.org  and tongtong@gn.apc.org by 28 February 2008.

Thank you very much for your cooperation.

