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I am sincerely grateful for the opportunity to prepare the 
foreword of this book on the work of Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, the 
first indigenous woman to be appointed Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples. I have known “Vicky” for 
a long time: as an activist from her community to the interna-
tional level. She has played an important role as an articulator 
of the global indigenous movement. She is a builder of political 
advocacy processes, and she is a peace promoter, a researcher, 
an organizer and a leader. She is also a woman proud of her 
ancestors and committed to the future generations. 

I always knew that in her work as Special Rapporteur, she 
would seek to combine in a balanced way her base as activ-
ist, faithful to the commitments for the rights of indigenous 
peoples, with her role as independent expert; and she has 
demonstrated it during her term.

Throughout her mandate, we have seen her accompany 
indigenous peoples tirelessly in processes related to educa-
tion, traditional knowledge, climate change, self-determined 
development, the rights of indigenous women, among others. 
Her accompaniment has been during global processes such 
as the signing of agreements on climate change in Paris; or 
regional processes, as a witness in cases of the Inter-American 
Court of Human Rights, to local processes, as advocating for 
resolution of conflicts and search for peace in her own country, 
Philippines, or in Colombia or Guatemala. 

by Myrna Cuningham Kain

Foreword
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Her solidarity with the Ixil women in Guatemala during 
the legal process that followed their plight for justice was 
touching and heroic. She has practiced in her mandate the 
right to consult with her indigenous sisters and brothers from 
different socio-cultural regions of the world on the subjects 
to which she has referred in her reports; and has assured the 
presence of indigenous women and youth in these consulta-
tions. I appreciate the personal way of communication that she 
uses and really enjoy seeing the meaningful time she dedicates 
to her family between missions. 

This publication clearly shows that the origins and per-
sonal trajectory of Victoria Tauli-Corpuz is key to appreciat-
ing the approaches taken in the analysis of the issues and 
the commitment to the rights of indigenous peoples that is 
observed in each of her interventions. It is not the analysis of 
the performance of a technocrat or an official who is part of 
the international bureaucracy, and her work is neither, nor is 
it an academic exercise. On the contrary, the task of Victoria 
Tauli-Corpuz as Special Rapporteur on the rights of indig-
enous peoples draws on her experience from her own roots as 
a member of the Igorot peoples of the northern Philippines, 
her local activism for the well-being of her people, and her 
solidarity involvement with multiple indigenous demands and 
struggles throughout the world.

For human rights to be protected, legal rules are needed 
to recognize them, but also mechanisms to enforce them. No 
law, whether national or international, guarantees the reali-
zation of rights without the support of efficient mechanisms 
to promote compliance. One of the great milestones of the 
universal system of protection of human rights has been that, 
together with the treaties and declarations that recognize 
those rights, procedures have been installed for their supervi-
sion and demand of effective fulfillment. 

In relation to the rights of indigenous peoples, the uni-
versal system for the protection of human rights has three 
specific areas to promote compliance with the human rights 
of indigenous peoples: the United Nations Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues, the Expert Mechanism on the Rights 
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of Indigenous Peoples of the Human Rights Council, and the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights of indig-
enous peoples.

Precisely, the gap between the existence of rights and their 
effective fulfillment is one of the conceptual axes of Victoria 
Tauli-Corpuz's work as Special Rapporteur. It is particularly 
noteworthy that, in addition to requiring States to assume and 
comply with international standards of indigenous peoples' 
rights, the Special Rapporteur pays special attention to the 
United Nations System itself and to the processes of negotia-
tion and conclusion of international trade agreements, which 
are carried out without the intervention of the peoples and 
without adequate consideration of their demands and rights. 

On the first aspect, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz is concerned 
that the guidelines contained in the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples have not been incorporated by 
all agencies of the United Nations System as a consistent guide 
in their plans and programs. This lack is also detected in the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) where references to 
indigenous peoples are few and very specific; but they do 
not appear adequately at the level of the targets or indica-
tors, although she herself urged to include them in one of her 
reports to the General Assembly of the United Nations.

On the second aspect, her work detects a conflict between 
international human rights law and international investment 
law, which as a result shows that the rights of indigenous 
peoples are subordinated to investors’ protection, with no 
possibility of participation or resources to protect their rights. 

Another aspect worthy of note in this review, which is 
reflected in Victoria Tauli-Corpuz's entire career as a Special 
Rapporteur, is her concern about the situation of indigenous 
women, which demands compliance not only by the States but 
also by the United Nations. From her perspective, this has been 
given disproportionately low attention to their needs. Many 
other country-specific issues and situations are addressed by 
the Special Rapporteur. 

We invite you to do a careful reading of the publication, 
not only of the review but also of the documents that the 
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Special Rapporteur has prepared and that can be accessed 
through the references included in the text.

This publication is very useful in highlighting the great 
relevance of the mandate of the Special Rapporteur on the 
rights of indigenous peoples, as well as the variety and impor-
tance of the issues that Victoria Tauli-Corpuz has been able to 
address in the short period considered. And above all, it has 
the great virtue of demonstrating that the real commitment 
to the demands and dreams of indigenous peoples is what 
allows her to overcome the limitations of resources, time and 
multiple inconveniences to be able to fulfill the mandate of 
the Special Rapporteur towards becoming a key international 
body in the defense and promotion of the rights of indigenous 
peoples in the world.

Myrna Cuningham Kain
President, Fondo para el Desarrollo de los Pueblos Indígenas de 

América Latina y El Caribe (FILAC)

Chairperson, UN Permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues (2011)

President, Centro para la Autonomía y el Desarrollo de los Pueblos 
Indígenas (CADPI)
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When I was first told I had to contact Victoria Tauli-
Corpuz, it was back in 1997, when we were trying, with the 
late Ingmar Egede, to establish the International Training 
Center of Indigenous Peoples in Greenland. We needed to 
get the advice of an established indigenous leader from Asia 
on the vision and specifics of the Training Center. 

The name I was given outright was that of Vicky Tauli-
Corpuz, whom I had not yet met. I was told how extraordinary 
she was, how dynamic and how knowledgeable—and that her 
field was International Law. She was a professor, I was told. 
Although later I learnt that Vicky Tauli-Corpuz’s field was not, 
formally speaking, International Law, it took me just a very 
short time to realize that, in fact, she is that and many other 
things, being such a polymath and avid learner with deep 
analytical thinking on the major disciplines of today that are 
relevant for policy making and advocacy. 

So, International Law is one of these areas, as are of 
course human rights, development and economics in general, 
environment, climate change, the field of conflict and peace, 
culture, spirituality and health, to name the main ones. 

“Vicky” as the world fondly calls her, is a professor and 
mentor of many people around the world, not only for 
generously giving her precious time to seminars whenever 

by Elsa Stamatopoulou

Foreword
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she can—as at Columbia’s Summer Program on Indigenous 
Peoples’ Rights and Policy from 2013-2017—but also as an 
engaged interlocutor for other indigenous leaders, for women 
and youth, for government and international agency officials, 
for NGOs, for family and friends. It is no secret that everyone 
wants to work with Vicky.

In order to evaluate and discuss the extraordinary work 
of Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz and outline the extent of her 
impact in human rights thinking, it will be useful to place the 
very institution of Special Rapporteur in perspective: histori-
cal, institutional, as well as political and economic, and social 
in terms of global developments.

The institution of Special Rapporteur is one of the big-
gest achievements of the international human rights system. 
Unimaginable until the 1970s, the system of rapporteurs, or 
independent experts, as they are sometimes called, is by now 
a well-developed nexus of mandates that provide the aspect 
of international monitoring and protection of human rights. 

The very concept of “protection of human rights” as 
compared to the “softer” “promotion of human Rights” that is 
used in the UN Charter1 took decades to develop.

At the time that the first human rights monitoring proce-
dures of the UN Commission on Human Rights were created 
in the late 1960s, it was clear in the minds of states that there 
was a distinction between human rights monitoring and the 
promotion of human rights. 

In almost four decades since, the international human 
rights system, especially the system developed by the United 
Nations, has taken on a more comprehensive approach. 
Today, the “naming and shaming” connected with human 
rights monitoring, often goes together with human rights 
institution building, human rights information, education and 
training—areas where states can seek the technical assistance 
of the United Nations. In addition, human rights monitoring 

1 Article 1 identifies among the goals of the United Nations, “To achieve 
international co-operation in solving international problems of an economic, 
social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in promoting and encouraging 
respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without 
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion”;
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has to be seen against the backdrop of increasing efforts of the 
UN system to integrate human rights in development work 
and humanitarian and peace operations, which in turn make 
monitoring relatively easier, since it can be done within an all 
encompassing operational framework. 

The very first monitoring mechanism of the UN 
Commission on Human Rights—succeeded by the Human 
Rights Council in 2006—was the Commission’s Working 
Group on Southern Africa, established in 1968, on a topic 
and two countries (South Africa and the then Rhodesia) that 
all could agree, at least rhetorically, that a close scrutiny was 
needed. After the coup against President Salvador Allende in 
Chile in 1973, the second monitoring mechanism was estab-
lished, namely, the Working Group on Chile. It later changed 
name and received a broader mandate as the Working Group 
on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances in 1980: this was 
the first thematic human rights monitoring mandate of the 
Commission on Human Rights, a precursor of what is today a 
system of more than 40 such mandates.

Special Rapporteurs are treasures of the UN human rights 
system. Why? Almost each one has responded to the advocacy 
of people on the ground representing issues that require spe-
cial vigilance and continuous reporting. Special Rapporteurs 
are appointed as independent experts in their personal capac-
ity, in other words, they can express their own views—without 
seeking permission of any government or UN body—on 
country situations or topics of research. This is an especially 
precious characteristic in the human rights field, which is 
obviously politically heated. While the international human 
rights treaty monitoring bodies are also human rights bodies 
and conduct periodic dialogues with States parties as well as 
examine specific cases raised under the optional complaints 
procedures, their responses and reporting systems are slower 
and more cumbersome than those of Special Rapporteurs.

In 2001 the Commission on Human Rights decided to 
establish a Special Rapporteur on the human rights and fun-
damental freedoms of indigenous peoples to examine the situ-
ation worldwide on the basis of communications received and 
country-specific visits. As other special rapporteurships, this 
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was the result of advocacy, that of the international indigenous 
peoples’ movement. 

The establishment of the mandate, an initiative of 
Latin American and other states, especially Mexico, at the 
Commission on Human Rights, came at a time when negotia-
tions on the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples seemed to render few results and frustrations were 
running high. The establishment of the Special Rapporteur 
was a novelty that would give high profile and new impetus to 
indigenous peoples’ rights, together with the establishment of 
the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, which held 
its first session in 2002.

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz took up the role of Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples at a time that the UN 
was clearly recognizing the coexistence of three global crises: 
the climate crisis, the economic crisis and the food crisis. It 
was also a time of states negotiating the 2030 Agenda of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. This is also an era of major 
challenges for human rights, with oppressive authoritarian 
regimes on the rise, with human rights defenders losing their 
lives—many indigenous peoples among them, for defending 
their lands and cultures—with neoliberal policies trampling 
upon international human rights treaties and with cynicism 
posing as the new realism. 

As this book and her overall work amply show, Victoria 
Tauli-Corpuz has been the person who feels the pulse of in-
digenous peoples’ dignity, their resilience and their struggle 
for justice. With her deep knowledge and understanding of 
the world, she has not hesitated to grapple with truly major 
topics that are of concern to the indigenous peoples of the 
world and to all of us, including investments and human 
rights, inconsistencies of International Law (regarding inter-
national investments and free trade and human rights trea-
ties), the challenges of environmentalism and conservation 
for indigenous peoples, and lessons from country situations, 
some of which are part of the social struggles of our times, like 
Standing Rock and the late Berta Caceres’ vision for environ-
mental justice for indigenous peoples. 
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The issues Ms. Tauli-Corpuz analyzes, whether shedding 
light on the challenges or outlining good examples, invite us 
all to re-think critically about where our world is going and 
where indigenous peoples’ stewardship could actually provide 
answers for all. 

Vicky Tauli-Corpuz has also been my mentor and friend 
over the many years we worked together, especially when she 
chaired the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. I 
have had the privilege to always see, through her, that human-
ity and the planet are too important to abandon to cynicism 
and that there is always hope to be found in the struggle for 
human rights and social justice. 

Thank you, Vicky, for being a light for human rights in 
the world.

Elsa Stamatopoulou
Director, Indigenous Peoples' Rights Program

Institute for the Study of Human Rights, Columbia University

Chief, Secretariat of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues (UNPFII), 2003-2010
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Introduction
So crucial are a special section of the world’s people to the 

health of the planet and, perhaps, even the survival of hu-
mankind. And yet so little about them is known by the general 
public; and so little public attention is devoted to them. These 
are the world’s indigenous peoples. They number 370 million 
or roughly only five percent of the world’s population. But 
as they have lived for the longest time in ancestral lands that 
are the environment’s bulwarks against climate change and 
disaster, their significance as guardians of these ecosystems far 
outweigh their numbers.

To fill in the gap between this blissful public ignorance 
about them and the ample awareness they deserve is the cen-
tral purpose of this book and its contents.

Among the least known facts about indigenous peoples 
is not just that they are among the most oppressed sections 
of the world’s population, but that on the other hand, their 
movements, organizations and leaders are, to a great extent, 
making up for this injustice and making dramatic and out-
standing headway in the field of global law and global govern-
ment, through the United Nations.
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“
”

In the words of an international indigenous leader, 

Indigenous peoples are among the most marginalized and 
discriminated against groups in the world. The international 
framework protecting their rights emerged largely in response 
to that reality.1

The international framework referred to is the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UNDRIP), a document astounding for its sheer sweep and 
depth and a model legal template for protecting rights of the 
indigenous peoples, especially those who are disadvantaged 
in today’s world.

The global indigenous leader mentioned is none other 
than Victoria Lucia Tauli-Corpuz, more popularly known by 
her nickname “Vicky.” A member of the Kankana-ey ethno-
linguistic group of the Igorot peoples of the Cordillera, north 
of the Philippines, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz belongs to a select crop 
of global indigenous leaders who can speak with the highest 
level of authority and credibility about the state of the world’s 
indigenous peoples and the UNDRIP. 

 After all, she was among the UNDRIP’S leading architects 
and crafters.

In 2006, when the UNDRIP was adopted, she was the 
chair of the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous 
Issues (UNPFII), a leading UN platform for asserting indig-
enous people’s rights among governments and within the UN 
system itself. She would occupy this post for five years from 
2005 to 2010.

 For two decades now, her masterful skills in tackling and 
coordinating indigenous peoples’ concerns have prepared her 
to shoulder an immensity and variety of leadership responsi-
bilities. These tasks have ranged from previous chairperson-
rapporteur of the Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations 
to membership in the United Nations Development 
Programme Civil Society Organizations Advisory Committee.
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“

”

 Her high-profile and top-level obligations and organiza-
tional talents did not emerge from just out of the blue. Her 
biographical profile traces these back to her grassroot activist 
origins:

She helped build the indigenous peoples' movement in the 
Cordillera as a youth activist in the early 1970s. She helped 
organize indigenous peoples in the community level to fight 
against the projects of the Marcos Dictatorship such as the 
Chico River Hydroelectric Dam in the province of Kalinga 
and the Cellophil Resources Corporation in Abra. These com-
munities succeeded in stopping these.

Her long trail of service to indigenous peoples has now 
led her to her latest and current appointment since May 2014: 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the rights of indig-
enous peoples (UNSRRIP), a post established in 2001 by the 
UN Human Rights Commission. As only the third yet and as 
both the first indigenous and first woman Special Rapporteur, 
she has brought to her assignment a unique and powerful 
perspective and dynamic. This book aims to shed light into 
her work, accomplishments and impacts as UNSRRIP in help-
ing narrow the gap between indigenous peoples’ rights and 
reality. 

 The adjective “Special” is already apt if only for the fact 
that since 2007, the Special Rapporteur has been formally 
mandated to fulfil a heavy load of 10 major tasks requiring 
special multitasking talent, passion and commitment.

The following six of these duties2 alone already come 
across as daunting and complex in the extreme:

a. 	 To examine ways and means of overcoming existing 
obstacles to the full and effective protection of the 
rights of indigenous peoples, in conformity with his/
her mandate, and to identify, exchange and promote 
best practices;

b. 	 To gather, request, receive and exchange informa-
tion and communications from all relevant sources, 
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including Governments, indigenous peoples and their 
communities and organizations, on alleged violations 
of the rights of indigenous peoples;

c. 	 To formulate recommendations and proposals on 
appropriate measures and activities to prevent and 
remedy violations of the rights of indigenous peoples;

d. 	 To develop a regular cooperative dialogue with all rel-
evant actors, including Governments, relevant United 
Nations bodies, specialized agencies and programmes, 
as well as indigenous peoples, national human rights 
institutions, non-governmental organizations and 
other regional or subregional international institu-
tions, including on possibilities for technical coopera-
tion at the request of Governments;

e. 	 To promote the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and international in-
struments relevant to the advancement of the rights of 
indigenous peoples, where appropriate;

f. 	 To pay special attention to the human rights and 
fundamental freedoms of indigenous children and 
women, and to take into account a gender perspective 
in the performance of his/her mandate.

Each of these responsibilities by themselves is already 
massive and formidable. But all addressed together by one 
person, the work does certainly demand from the Special 
Rapporteur a special and extraordinary level and amount of 
energy, commitment and creativity.

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz for her part divides her work into four 
major areas:

a. 	 Preparing thematic reports. These involve the 
production of critical analysis of the most important 
issues and trends affecting indigenous peoples' rights 
worldwide;

b. 	 Country assessments;
c. 	 Investigating violations;
d. 	 Identifying good practices.

Based on this mandate, her job description appears 
to be: jurist, mentor, elder statesperson, mediator, arbiter, 
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investigator, inspector, adviser, social scientist, watchdog, 
coordinator, regulator, troubleshooter, grassroots movement-
builder, publicist, journalist and social media practitioner all 
rolled into one. But amid these multiple hats she all wears 
simultaneously, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz distills her work into one 
central objective: “Closing the gap between the recognition of 
indigenous peoples' rights at the international and national 
levels and the actual implementation on the ground remains 
my main pre-occupation.”3

In simpler terms, this means working to make the vision 
of the rights of indigenous peoples a living, concrete reality 
across the globe. After all, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has cited this 
still wide gap between rights and reality as the prime reason 
behind her decision to apply as Special Rapporteur in the first 
place. As she explained at the time, “there is still a long way to 
go before indigenous peoples' rights are effectively respected, 
protected and fulfilled.”4

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s three-year term as Special Rapporteur 
would come at a critical juncture in this “long way to go” 
toward realizing indigenous peoples’ rights. For one, the 
Millennium Development Goals begun in 2000 were ending 
in 2015 and the UN was thus in the midst of defining anew 
what was meant by “sustainable development” in the form of 
Sustainable Development Goals from 2015 to 2030. In the 
same year, 2015, the Paris Agreement was set to shape the 
future of the world’s response to climate change, for many 
environmentalists a make-or-break crossroad for the planet 
and human survival.

As Ms. Tauli-Corpuz pointed out,5 negotiations were like-
wise afoot in 2015 to strengthen the mandate of the Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (EMRIP), 
a UN body tasked with pushing UN policies supporting the 
indigenous peoples. The Special Rapporteur was both man-
dated and expected to play a major role in this process as one 
of her 10 tasks was “To work in close cooperation and coordi-
nation with other special procedures and subsidiary organs of 
the Council, in particular with the Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, relevant United Nations bodies, 
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the treaty bodies and regional human rights organizations.”

 The world stage was thus set for the grand linking up 
of the agenda of development with that of the environment. 
But as her work would bear out, for Ms. Tauli-Corpuz the 
key missing link in the whole blueprint for global change was 
indigenous peoples’ rights. As history and events would show, 
the road to such a vision was rough and rocky.

 To grasp how enormous, complex and difficult the work 
is cut out for the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indig-
enous peoples requires us to get a firm enough grasp of the 
UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which 
precisely lays out that panoramic vision.

The UNDRIP
The UNDRIP starts out by laying down the core principles 

underpinning indigenous peoples’ rights. Among these are:

Affirming  that indigenous peoples are equal to all 
other peoples, while recognizing the right of all peo-
ples to be different, to consider themselves different, 
and to be respected as such,

Affirming further that all doctrines, policies and prac-
tices based on or advocating superiority of peoples or 
individuals on the basis of national origin or racial, 
religious, ethnic or cultural differences are racist, sci-
entifically false, legally invalid, morally condemnable 
and socially unjust,

Reaffirming  that indigenous peoples, in the exercise 
of their rights, should be free from discrimination of 
any kind,

Concerned  that indigenous peoples have suffered 
from historic injustices as a result of, inter alia, their 
colonization and dispossession of their lands, ter-
ritories and resources, thus preventing them from 
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exercising, in particular, their right to development in 
accordance with their own needs and interests,

And then the UNDRIP goes on to present an alternative 
vision for indigenous peoples by listing down their collective 
rights. These rights include the following most violated ones:

Article 1

Indigenous peoples have the right to the full enjoyment, 
as a collective or as individuals, of all human rights and 
fundamental freedoms as recognized in the Charter of 
the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and international human rights law.

Article 2

Indigenous peoples and individuals are free and equal to 
all other peoples and individuals and have the right to be 
free from any kind of discrimination, in the exercise of 
their rights, in particular that based on their indigenous 
origin or identity.

Article 3

Indigenous peoples have the right to self-determination. 
By virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status and freely pursue their economic, social and cul-
tural development.

Article 5

Indigenous peoples have the right to maintain and 
strengthen their distinct political, legal, economic, social 
and cultural institutions, while retaining their right to par-
ticipate fully, if they so choose, in the political, economic, 
social and cultural life of the State.

Article 8

1. Indigenous peoples and individuals have the right not 
to be subjected to forced assimilation or destruction of 
their culture.

Article 10

Indigenous peoples shall not be forcibly removed from 
their lands or territories. 
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Article 18

Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in 
decision-making in matters which would affect their 
rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in 
accordance with their own procedures, as well as to main-
tain and develop their own indigenous decision-making 
institutions.

Article 26

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the lands, terri-
tories and resources which they have traditionally owned, 
occupied or otherwise used or acquired.

Article 29

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to the conservation 
and protection of the environment and the productive 
capacity of their lands or territories and resources.

Article 30

1.  Military activities shall not take place in the lands or 
territories of indigenous peoples, unless justified by a 
relevant public interest or otherwise freely agreed with or 
requested by the indigenous peoples concerned.

Article 43

The rights recognized herein constitute the minimum 
standards for the survival, dignity and well-being of the 
indigenous peoples of the world.

Article 43 goes a long way in defining what is meant by 
indigenous peoples’ rights: their minimum benchmarks of 
economic, political and cultural life below which would violate 
their survival, dignity and well-being.

At the heart of this wide-ranging body of indigenous 
peoples’ rights is, firstly, their collective right to self-determi-
nation, their effective voice and say in the special way they 
design, manage and live out their development based on their 
unique traditions of wisdom and ways of life. Many of these 
special traditions are rooted in their time-tested social ideals 
and practices of cooperation, ecology, consensus, communal 
spirit and solidarity. 
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Secondly, it is their right to non-discrimination and reme-
dial justice. Since indigenous peoples throughout history have 
been the severest victims of historical injustices as in their loss 
of their communal lands from colonialism, historical justice 
cannot but require that they enjoy special, extra access to State 
benefits and resources, such as affirmative action, just to even 
out their long-time deep inequalities and disadvantages.

Indeed, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz in her first two years as Special 
Rapporteur already presents an unabashedly honest global 
picture of the state of indigenous peoples’ rights:

While States have gone a long way towards putting an end 
to the most egregious human rights violations against indig-
enous peoples, abuses are still occurring in all the countries 
in which they live. Current violations often present the most 
urgent issues that need addressing and are often the focus of 
attention of the international human rights system... Perhaps 
the clearest manifestation that redress is still needed for in-
digenous peoples around the world is their continued lack of 
access to and security over their traditional lands.6

And then, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz fleshes out her overview even 
further:

Unless indigenous peoples enjoy certain minimum conditions 
of well-being, they will be unable to truly thrive with their 
rights intact. According to many different indicators, indig-
enous peoples fare worse than their non-indigenous counter-
parts in terms of their development, including with regard to 
levels of poverty, education, health, unemployment, housing 
conditions, clean water and sanitation... In fact, development 
around the world has historically taken place and still takes 
place today at the expense of indigenous peoples; it has often 
been the case that indigenous peoples’ lands and resources 
have been taken, to their detriment and to the benefit of the 
development of others.7

Driven by her core mission of sealing the gap between 
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indigenous peoples’ rights and reality, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has 
since 2014 plunged into the challenging Special Rapporteur 
work of uncovering how much and in what way these 
minimum standards for indigenous peoples are being met or 
unmet. But both her Mandate and her own conviction have 
required her to do far more on two fronts. 

First, she is beset with the formidable task of pinpointing 
the core obstacles to, as well as the driving forces toward, 
indigenous peoples’ fulfilment of their rights. In pursuit of 
the larger picture and broader truths shaping indigenous 
peoples’ rights, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has proceeded to analyze 
themes and events with a sharp, historical and systemic eye. As 
such, she has managed to produce a wealth of long-term and 
short-term analyses, recommendations and proposals that are 
both essential and doable.

What makes her work even more remarkable is that 
she is likewise tasked with other monumental duties such as 
directly responding to complaints of human rights violations 
of indigenous persons or communities, arriving at country 
assessments and identifying best practices—certainly no mean 
commitments in their own right. Her official country visits, 
and other working visits have brought her to a large number 
of both developed countries, such as Finland, Norway and 
Sweden, and developing countries such as Peru, Panama, 
Paraguay, Brazil, and Honduras.

In attempting to shed light into the work and accomplish-
ment of the Special Rapporteur, this book explores these 
various works, including the reports and statements Ms. Tauli-
Corpuz has prepared and crafted in fulfilment of her tasks.

No doubt, the aspect alone of gathering baseline data, 
raw information and opinions in numerous meetings with 
government and non-government representatives, seminars 
and workshops, on-site visits and written communications and 
questionnaires is already tremendously laborious, especially 
for only one person, even for all her multitasking efficiency. 

To manage and maximize the limited time of her Mandate 
as Special Rapporteur, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has carefully chosen 
to pay special attention to certain pivotal themes. Two of 
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these—international investment agreements and conservation 
programs in indigenous lands—lie at the very heart of the 
questions of sustainable development and indigenous peoples’ 
rights. In other words, these issues impinge on the right of 
indigenous peoples to their economic empowerment, a goal 
that the Special Rapporteur views as essential to their long-
term well-being. As she pointed out in an interview shortly 
before she assumed her post as UNSRRIP:

I believe that economic empowerment of indigenous peoples is 
necessary for their political empowerment and for as long as 
they are kept in impoverished situations, their lives will not 
improve, even with all the policies and laws at global and 
national levels on indigenous peoples’ rights.8

In the process, she has extracted key insights into major 
drivers and shortcomings behind the under-realization of 
indigenous peoples’ rights.

Imbalance in International Law
A major conclusion she has put forward is that indigenous 

peoples’ rights were under-recognized and under-articulated 
in the international legal framework, including that supervised 
by the United Nations system itself. While the indigenous peo-
ples have managed to establish the UNDRIP as the core legal 
framework guiding their lives worldwide, indigenous peoples’ 
rights as enshrined in the UNDRIP, unfortunately, do not yet 
guide the rest of the UN legal framework as consistently and 
firmly as Ms. Tauli-Corpuz believes they should.

She highlights this flaw especially in her critique of the 
UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).9 

Huge challenges remain in the implementation of the 
economic, social and cultural rights of indigenous peoples. 
Sadly, this implementation gap is reflected by the failure of the 
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international community to use the Millennium Development 
Goals  as a vehicle to overcome discrimination and achieve 
substantial equality for indigenous peoples in the context of 
development. Unfortunately, indigenous peoples were not for-
mally involved in the formulation of the MDGs and neither 
the goals nor the targets and indicators have any reference 
to the situation of indigenous peoples. Based on available 
data regarding social and economic conditions of indigenous 
peoples, it is clear that the MDGs did not adequately address 
or resolve their social and economic disadvantages.10

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz laments the fact that in this way, indig-
enous peoples become invisible in statistical indicators and 
government planning targets, thereby experiencing even 
more discrimination and inequality.

In her October 17, 2016 report to the UN General 
Assembly, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz, while acknowledging that 
indigenous peoples were now somewhat more visible in the 
Sustainable Development Goals compared to the MDGs, did 
not conceal her disappointment that this visibility did not go 
further as she believed it should have in the interest of indig-
enous peoples: 

While I note as positive the references to indigenous peoples 
in the SDG indicators relating to agricultural productivity, 
education and in the need for national progress reviews, I 
regret that the SDGs did not include additional references 
to indigenous peoples among its goals and target indicators. 
I wish to recall that I urged for such inclusion and for the 
need for disaggregated data in order to monitor develop-
ment progress in my report to the General Assembly in 2014 
(A/69/267).11

In a number of reports and statements, the Special 
Rapporteur would chronicle the challenges indigenous peo-
ples faced in the field of law on the global and UN-system 
level, such as in the UN Development Program (UNDP) and 
the World Bank. She cites the findings of an assessment of the 
UNDP, tasked with “technical assistance” or mentoring and 
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advising governments of developing countries, that it com-
monly has failed to fulfil the basic right of indigenous peoples 
to free, prior and informed consent.

She has traced this incoherence to a persistent and lin-
gering lack of appreciation of the role played by indigenous 
peoples in sustainable development on the international and 
UN-system level. But in her thematic reports, she points to an 
even more pervasive, severe and difficult problem: “current 
imbalance and incoherence of international law” in upholding 
human rights.

She laments the reality that, currently, conflict rather than 
coherence exists in particular between international human 
rights law and international investment law. Unharmonized 
with international human rights law, international investment 
in the eyes of Ms. Tauli-Corpuz thus remains questionable.

Worse, she notes, “indigenous peoples’ rights are subor-
dinated to investor protections, with no option provided for 
participation or appeal.”12 This “imbalance,” as Ms. Tauli-
Corpuz terms it, is reflected in the way the tribunals have 
judged indigenous peoples’ rights to be “outside the scope of 
the dispute and not part of the applicable laws.”13 In other 
words, in law as in life, globally, indigenous peoples suffer 
discrimination, as Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s report on international 
investment agreements bears out.

The Special Rapporteur admits that on paper and in 
theory, transnational corporations express and acknowledge 
respect for indigenous peoples’ rights. But, as she reveals, 
these are not necessarily and readily translated into real-life 
action and behavior. She asserts in her report:

However, implementation of those commitments remains 
poor, and issues remain surrounding the interpretation of 
indigenous peoples' rights, in particular, the right to give or 
withhold free, prior and informed consent.14

Here she calls attention to the following finding:
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My research reveals an alarming and growing number of 
cases where foreign investment in the mining, oil and gas, 
hydroelectric and agribusiness sectors is resulting in serious 
violations of indigenous peoples' land, self-governance and 
cultural rights. The legal vacuum arising from the lack of 
recognition or enforcement of indigenous peoples' land rights 
is facilitating arbitrary land expropriation for such invest-
ment projects.15

In view of their gravity, the Special Rapporteur even goes 
as far as contending that these violations “can extend to crimes 
against humanity.”16

But Ms. Tauli-Corpuz delivers as well an equally searing 
indictment of the typical host States’ paradigm of development 
of lands and natural resources traditionally belonging to the 
native indigenous peoples. She describes the broad spectrum 
of gross violations of indigenous peoples’ rights in the name 
of development:

Typically, the host States involved employ economic develop-
ment policies aimed at the exploitation of energy, mineral, 
land or other resources that are predominantly located in the 
territories of indigenous peoples. The government agencies 
responsible for implementing those policies regard such lands 
and resources as available for unhindered exploitation and 
actively promote them as such abroad to generate capital 
inflows. Recognition of indigenous peoples' rights in the 
domestic legal framework is either non-existent, inadequate 
or not enforced. Where they exist, institutions mandated to 
uphold indigenous peoples' rights are politically weak, unac-
countable or underfunded. Indigenous peoples lack access to 
remedies in home and host States and are forced to mobilize, 
leading to criminalization, violence and deaths. They experi-
ence profound human rights violations as a result of impacts 
on their lands, livelihoods, cultures, development options and 
governance structures, which, in some cases, threaten their 
very cultural and physical survival.17
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International Investment Agreements
As described in her report, the vast majority of indigenous 

peoples’ lands are covered by International Investment 
Agreements (IIA), which as of 2016 number 3,268, nearly 
3,000 of which are bilateral. These IIAs provide strong and 
broad-ranging legal protection to foreign investors and big 
business against expropriation without compensation, and in 
the form of “national treatment“ or “non-discrimination” in 
favor of domestic investors, and “most favored nation treat-
ment” requiring equal treatment vis-à-vis all foreign investors. 
Some legal standards are as vague as “fair and equitable treat-
ment” or “minimum international standards of treatment” 
and “legitimate expectations.”18

However, as revealed by the Special Rapporteur, indig-
enous peoples are excluded from drafting, negotiation and 
approval of these IIAs. As expected, the preambles and provi-
sions of these IIAs fail to address indigenous peoples’ rights. 
Moreover, indigenous peoples are excluded as well from set-
tlement of disputes based on these agreements.

As such these IIAs could come into conflict with and un-
dermine the customary laws already enjoyed by indigenous 
peoples.19 Whereas States are already hamstrung by weak 
laws and regulations and enforcement of indigenous peoples’ 
rights, IIAs tend to even further weaken and override powers 
of States to protect indigenous peoples’ rights, or at least pre-
vent these policies from being reformed and strengthened.

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz points to what has been called the “regu-
latory chill” effect of IIAs, which cause States to hold back on 
adequately regulating foreign investors for fear of judicial and 
financial backlashes.

Moreover, as described by the Special Rapporteur, IIAs 
typically support and favor foreign investors in the form like-
wise of investor-state dispute settlements (ISDS) mechanisms. 
In this system of arbitration, foreign investors may sue host 
States without even first exhausting local remedies and may 
claim unlimited amounts of State taxpayer money in rewards. 
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These rewards, often running into billions of dollars, may be 
seized from States’ overseas assets, thus ending up in poor 
countries being even more drained of public funds that should 
have instead been channelled to the benefit of the indigenous 
peoples.

In these legal disputes between foreign investors and 
States, indigenous peoples are commonly marginalized and 
ignored as mere “third parties” even when they are the most 
affected by these disputes. When indigenous peoples offer 
their positions through amicus curae, these are often dismissed 
outright or hardly considered by the tribunals.

Foreign investors, many of them in the extractive and 
energy lines of business, ordinarily file cases against States for 
cancelling or allegedly violating contracts, or for revoking or 
denying licenses. Most of these settlements take place in coun-
tries with significant populations of indigenous peoples whose 
lands are exploited for mineral, energy and forest resources. 

In her review of seven cases,20 the Special Rapporteur 
found that in all but one case, indigenous peoples’ rights were 
ignored outright by the tribunal; and in five cases, the tribunal 
did not at all consider indigenous peoples’ rights a source of 
applicable law. This, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz observes, “despite the 
fact that violations of their rights and efforts to assert them 
had been core issues underpinning the disputes in ques-
tion.”21 Aside from indigenous peoples’ rights in general, also 
dismissed by these tribunals were specific indigenous peoples’ 
rights, such as the right of protection by the State, and the 
right to self-identification.

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz, though, notes progress in the way 
States now deal with these disputes. Whereas “in the past most 
States failed to address indigenous peoples’ rights in their 
arguments before ISDS tribunals,”22 States now increasingly 
emphasize indigenous peoples’ consultation and their rights 
to free, prior and informed consent. In this new trend, the 
Special Rapporteur sees a strong emerging synergy between 
States and indigenous peoples. As she views it, by recognizing 
and invoking indigenous peoples’ rights, States can prevent 
the loss or giving up of control over local natural resources 
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to foreign investors and international tribunals. As such, Ms. 
Tauli-Corpuz calls on States to be more proactive in asserting 
indigenous peoples’ rights.

In her report, the Special Rapporteur also calls atten-
tion to the fact that IIAs that “have facilitated and protected 
investments in indigenous territories are often accompanied 
by the deployment of military and private security services,”23 

especially in situations of low-intensity conflict. She then cites 
instances of the imposition of IIAs “triggering large-scale 
conflict and significant loss of life,”24 among them the armed 
rebellion of the Zapatista National Liberation Army, a group 
of indigenous peoples from Chiapas, Mexico, sparked by the 
privatization of communal indigenous lands in the wake of 
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994.

Compounding this imbalance in international law, 
Ms.Tauli-Corpuz underscores, is the pervasive bias of main-
stream business and culture that indigenous peoples are 
backward, primitive and obstructive of national development. 
On the other hand, she contends, “Indeed, numerous stud-
ies have shown that increasing indigenous peoples’ control 
over their internal decision-making results in better economic 
growth outcomes.”25

One highlight of her report on IIAs is her stinging cri-
tique of the most recent mega-regional free trade agreement, 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP). Although its rejection by 
US President Donald Trump may yet scuttle TPP, Ms. Tauli-
Corpuz’s report offers rich lessons and warnings of the dan-
gers faced by indigenous peoples from such trade-investment 
deals. As described by her, its investment chapter mirrors the 
model bilateral investment treaty of the United States and 
has been widely criticized for having corporations take over 
decision-making powers of the public and governments.

The Special Rapporteur reports that indigenous peoples’ 
organizations and leaders have “expressed their concerns 
in relation to the lack of protections for their rights vis-à-vis 
those of foreign investors, and the imbalance in remedies.” In 
addition, they have also taken the TPP to task for its lack of 
consultation during the TPP negotiations, as well as its lack of 
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human rights impact assessments. Ms. Tauli-Corpuz also takes 
note that the TPP makes no mention altogether of human 
rights.

As she points out in her report, while conceding on paper 
the right to regulate “environmental, health and other regu-
latory objectives, the TPP effectively subordinates these to 
considerations in the investment chapter.”26 In other words, 
similar to the way that all other considerations were trumped 
by free trade interests in the World Trade Organization rules, 
these would also subordinate indigenous peoples’ rights and 
interests to foreign investor needs and benefits.

One key concern highlighted both by indigenous peoples 
and the Special Rapporteur’s reports is the impact the TPP 
might make on their control of their traditional knowledge. 
She warns that:

[T]he rights of corporations that hold intellectual prop-
erty rights are strengthened in the relevant chapter of the 
Partnership, while traditional knowledge rights that fall 
outside of the intellectual property regime are afforded no 
protection. Experience to date demonstrates that, in the ab-
sence of adequate safeguards, traditional knowledge can be 
commercialized. Similar concerns exist in relation to genetic 
resources and biodiversity.27

And:

Requirements under international human rights law and 
international environmental law in relation to equitable 
benefit sharing and a general requirement for free, prior and 
informed consent of indigenous peoples were not included in 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, with consent only referenced 
where national law already requires it.28

In the face of these daunting challenges, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz 
in her reports remains hopeful that the many reforms she 
proposes through her recommendations can yet be achieved. 
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As she notes:

I believe it is possible to develop a system of International 
Investment Law that reduces risk to indigenous peoples' rights 
and serves to benefit them and the State, while providing 
investment security to foreign investors.29

In her reports, she stresses the need as well for States 
to enjoy “regulatory space,” in other words, the adequate 
freedom to set and enforce indigenous peoples’ rights and 
standards on foreign investors. Thus she advocates the follow-
ing reform measure:

Mechanisms should be developed to amend existing interna-
tional investment agreements to include the right to regulate 
and to mandate respect for human rights.30

In line with her call for “regulatory space,” she also 
proposes that governments should enjoy the right to make 
counter-claims against foreign investors based on internation-
al human rights law and “affirmative relief ” for indigenous 
peoples. On the linkage between the UNDRIP and national 
laws, the Special Rapporteur recommends that:

[A]pplicable law includes all international human rights law 
treaties ratified by either State party, and the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as an inter-
pretative guide for their application to indigenous peoples.

Under this principle, UNDRIP would automatically and 
necessarily govern national and local government laws, poli-
cies and decisions.

She calls on governments to be aware of contributions of 
foreign investors to violation of indigenous peoples’ rights 
and of the disadvantages indigenous peoples face in confront-
ing these violators.

Meanwhile, she calls on foreign investors to practice 
Corporate Human Rights Due Diligence by making prior 

“
”
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human rights impact assessments so as to prevent disputes 
from taking place in the first place. She recommends that IIAs 
contain clear provisions that deny corporate human rights 
violators access to Investor-State tribunals.

She likewise is seeking a radical reform of the dispute set-
tlement system, which should begin to include the indigenous 
peoples as the primary voices, stakeholders and beneficiaries 
in the process after all. She advocates that indigenous peoples 
enjoy the right of fully participating in investor-State dispute 
settlements through amicus curiae submissions (written opin-
ions and arguments in court) and by having their arguments 
considered fully.

Clearly, the Special Rapporteur offers the hopeful guide-
line and perspective that “human rights and sustainable 
development approaches can contribute to shaping the future 
of investments in or near indigenous peoples' territories so 
that they serve to benefit all in a just and equitable manner.”

Conservation Programs
Aside from the impact of foreign investments on indig-

enous peoples, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz in another thematic report, 
zeroes in on the impact of conservation measures such as 
nature parks and protected areas. On October 17, 2016, she 
presented a report on the topic, her third annual report, to 
the UN General Assembly. Her special focus on conservation 
practices as they affect indigenous peoples is well chosen, 
especially in view of the high public and media spotlight on 
climate change, the environment and biodiversity.

On the part of the indigenous peoples, this issue is 
increasingly urgent since as Ms.Tauli-Corpuz’s report under-
lines, “The traditional lands of indigenous peoples are being 
declared protected for purposes of conservation at a rapidly 
increasing rate.” According to her report, 50 percent of pro-
tected areas worldwide and as high as 90 percent in Central 
America cover ancestral lands of indigenous peoples.
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As her report concludes, this reality has been disastrous 
for indigenous peoples. Her research has arrived at the find-
ing that

In practice however, for indigenous peoples the consequences 
of the declaration of protected areas commonly entailed ex-
propriation of their traditional territories and loss of land 
rights as well as their exclusion from management and 
territorial governance. The loss of the guardianship of indig-
enous peoples has often placed their lands under the control 
of Government authorities who have lacked the capacity and 
the political will to protect the land effectively.31

Her report cites UN data that in 2014, indigenous peoples 
and local communities governed only less than five percent of 
protected areas worldwide.

In her report, the Special Rapporteur argues that not 
only has the exclusion of indigenous peoples from govern-
ing the ancestral lands now declared protected areas violated 
economic, social, cultural and civil rights of the indigenous 
peoples. She asserts, too, that their loss of control and envi-
ronmental rights over their traditional lands has harmed and 
weakened as well the protection and conservation itself of the 
ecosystems of their ancestral lands.

On one hand, she describes the common hardships 
indigenous peoples have suffered as a result of conservation 
programs: they are forcibly displaced, their leadership bodies 
are unrecognized, their leaders and members are killed or 
intimidated, they are blocked from carrying out their tradi-
tional livelihoods, they become poor or even poorer, they are 
prevented from visiting their spiritual sites, their cultures are 
disrespected and degraded in the wake of their physical and 
psychological dislocation, they are prevented from restoring 
or returning to their lost lands or receiving some form of 
justice in the form of adequate payments for their losses.

On the other hand, her report brings attention to a major 
historical irony: conservation programs have typically denied 
both humankind and the planet the past key benefits that 
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indigenous peoples have for millennia provided them in the 
form of sustainable care and use of the natural environment 
in their ancestral lands. In her report, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz 
thus lays stress on the increasingly recognized truth that “the 
ancestral lands of indigenous peoples contain the most intact 
ecosystems and provide the most effective and sustainable 
form of conservation.” As she maintains in her report, “studies 
have demonstrated that the territories of indigenous peoples 
who have been given land rights have been significantly better 
conserved and protected against deforestation than the adja-
cent lands.”32

The report underscores the finding in many countries that 
in ancestral lands where indigenous peoples have not been 
awarded land rights and even where protected areas have 
been declared, corporations involved in raw material extrac-
tion, agribusiness and infrastructure are making increasing 
incursions. 

The report reveals the historical reality that originally, 
conservation schemes were unfairly designed to drive out 
indigenous peoples and to promote commercial tourism.

Based on her report, the need to reform conservation in 
line with indigenous peoples’ rights is both critical and urgent. 
It is critical because while covering only 22 percent of the 
world’s total land surface, they hold 80 percent of the planet’s 
biodiversity.33

As Ms. Tauli-Corpuz argues, the need is urgent as well 
since all 196 countries that have signed up to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity not only require full respect of indig-
enous peoples’ rights and participation in protected areas, 
but also target expansion of protected areas to 17 percent of 
inland areas and 10 percent of coastal and marine areas by 
2020. On top of this, the Special Rapporteur supplies even 
more reasons for urgency:

Protected areas continue to expand, yet threats against them 
from extractive industry, agribusiness, energy and infra-
structure projects are also increasing, and thus the urgency 
to address effective, collaborative and long-term conservation 
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is of paramount importance. The escalating incidence of 
killings of indigenous environmentalists further underlines 
the urgency that conservationists and indigenous peoples join 
forces to protect land and biodiversity from external threats.34

As the report affirms, indigenous peoples in protected 
areas enjoy collective and individual rights in international en-
vironment and human rights laws. Besides, the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the institution 
tasked to craft global policy on protected areas, is committed 
on paper to promote full participation of indigenous peoples 
in managing them. But sadly, as the Special Rapporteur 
admits in her 2016 report to the UN General Assembly, these 
“new policies have been slow in transferring from paper to 
practice.”35

But even conservation policy as set by the IUCN continues 
to undergo even further improvement. Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has 
expressed her appreciation that as Special Rapporteur, she 
has managed to help influence IUCN conservation policy for 
the better. Recognizing her authority and expertise on this 
concern, the IUCN has sought her advice, inviting her to 
present a report at the IUCN World Conservation Congress 
held in Hawaii last September 2016. But even more notable 
is that the IUCN would as a result adopt important resolu-
tions taking into consideration some of her recommendations. 
Among these was Resolution 097 encouraging governments 
to work with indigenous peoples in creating and enforcing 
law and policies and thus protect indigenous peoples from 
unsustainable development. Another resolution called for 
improving the participation of indigenous peoples’ organiza-
tions in the structure of IUCN.36

In her report, the Special Rapporteur pinpoints what she 
has investigated to be the primary problem behind this gap 
between policy and practice: 

Deficient national legal recognition of indigenous peoples' 
land rights continues to be the main obstacle which continues 
to block the important contribution of indigenous peoples 
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in conserving biological diversity and their participation in 
conservation efforts.37

In this light, she calls for the needed changes in State 
policies and laws in support of indigenous peoples’ effective 
control of their lands:

I urge States to critically review their policy and legislative 
framework for the full recognition of the rights of indigenous 
peoples over their lands, territories and resources as enshrined 
in international human rights law.

Still another source of concern for indigenous peoples 
has been the misappropriation or theft of genetic resources 
through corporate bioprospecting by transnational phar-
maceutical and biotechnology firms, as well as of their tradi-
tional knowledge. Again, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has been invited 
to share her expert insights, this time by the International 
Intergovernmental Committee (IGC) on Intellectual Property 
and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Folklore, 
for the keynote address of its 29th Session in February 15, 
2016. Once more, the invitation was well-selected since after 
all, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz had been among the indigenous peo-
ples’ representatives fortunate to have first set this agenda in 
the first few sessions of the IGC that took place more than 10 
years before 2016. 

In her address, she urged the State-members of the World 
Intellectual Property Office (WIPO) to fast-track negotiations 
and finally work out within two years a legally-binding treaty 
protecting indigenous peoples’ rights over their genetic re-
sources and traditional knowledge.

Amid these intense challenges, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz celebrates 
the fact that “[w]hile it is no secret that good practices for the 
promotion and protection of indigenous peoples’ human 
rights are still few and far between, examples are emerging.38

One such example that Ms. Tauli-Corpuz has often cited 
is the way that the UN International Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) has institutionalized indigenous issues. 
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She commends the IFAD for forming the Indigenous Peoples’ 
Forum, which meets every two years, as well as for installing 
a “quality assurance system which reviews country and the-
matic projects and programmes to check whether indigenous 
peoples’ issues are addressed, particularly in countries where 
indigenous peoples live.”39 Among the good practices in 
conservation policy, she praises exception clauses as the most 
significant:

The most important one worth mentioning is the inclusion of 
exception clauses to protect the rights of indigenous peoples 
and promote sustainable development. For example, indig-
enous land could be exempted from non-discrimination and 
expropriation clauses.40

Indigenous Women and Children
Taking up both her mandate and her own personal 

pledge, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz in the 30th Session of the Human 
Rights Council on August 5, 2015, presents an in-depth read-
ing of the human rights situation of the world’s indigenous 
women.41 Here she concludes that: 

Abuses of indigenous women's collective; economic, social and 
cultural; and civil and political rights are varied and severe. 
Those violations are alarming infractions on their own, but 
constitute a form of structural violence against indigenous 
women whereby they are victimized by the realities of the 
circumstances of their everyday life.42

In her report, she describes a highly intricate web of inter-
acting drivers behind the gross marginalization of indigenous 
women. In doing so, she succeeds in tracing the connections of 
gender to class, ethnic origins and socio-economic conditions, 
as well as of their individual rights to their collective rights. 
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She regrets that “[d]espite the progress made, systematic 
attention to the specific vulnerability of indigenous women 
has remained limited in relation to the scale of abuses against 
them.”43 As such, she calls for a better understanding of how 
and why oppression of entire indigenous communities and of 
indigenous women reinforce each other.

In the report, she criticizes the reality that “[i]n the battle 
for indigenous communities to assert their right to self-deter-
mination, women's rights have often been considered divisive 
and external to the indigenous struggle and connected to 
‘external values’ or ‘Western values’ that privilege individual 
over communal rights.”44

Here in this report, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz also weighs against 
the way corporate and commercial appropriation of indig-
enous peoples' lands by business and mass tourism has weak-
ened indigenous women’s power, security and well-being: 

Land appropriation is not gender neutral and indigenous 
women's rights interact with violations of collective land 
rights. In indigenous communities where matriarchy and 
matrilineal practices exist, the loss of land will likewise un-
dermine indigenous women's status and roles. The gendered 
effects of those violations become manifest in situations where 
indigenous women lose their traditional livelihoods, such as 
food gathering, agricultural production, herding, among 
others, while compensation and jobs following land seizure 
tend to benefit male members of indigenous communities. The 
loss of land and exclusion of women can create vulnerability to 
abuse and violence, such as sexual violence, exploitation and 
trafficking. Additionally, the secondary effects of violations 
of land rights, such as loss of livelihood and ill health, often 
disproportionally impact women in their roles of caregivers 
and guardians of the local environment.45

Consistently self-critical, Ms.Tauli-Corpuz in her August 
6, 2015 report does not shirk from exposing and criti-
quing gender inequalities within indigenous communities 
themselves: 
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The roles that women hold within indigenous communities 
and...indigenous property frameworks reflect patriarchal 
power structures. Indigenous women commonly experience 
significant barriers to holding and inheriting land, especially 
when they are widowed.46

While the Special Rapporteur in her report asserts that 
indigenous peoples are more impoverished and unemployed 
than non-indigenous people, she also describes how and why 
indigenous women suffer even more than indigenous men 
from their poverty and the violation of their economic and 
social rights:

Like poverty, violations of the right to food affect indigenous 
women directly and also have a disproportionate impact 
on them because of their roles as food and water providers, 
caregivers and managers of resources.47

Her report makes it clear that, as with their economic and 
social rights, so is this situation reflected as well with respect to 
their cultural rights:

Indigenous peoples, in particular women, tend to have low 
levels of educational attainment and literacy compared with 
non-indigenous populations...

[I]ndigenous children often experience significant gaps 
in educational attainment compared with non-indigenous 
populations and dropout rates are high among indigenous 
children...

[I]ndigenous girls tend to be more disadvantaged than in-
digenous boys. In addition to the factors impacting overall 
indigenous dropout rates, girls can experience a number of 
additional barriers. Firstly, their role within communities 
often means that they are expected to help with domestic and 
care responsibilities. Secondly, indigenous girls may also be 
subjected to child marriage, so that their roles as wives and 
sometimes child bearers mean that they have to leave school. 
Thirdly, indigenous girls may face the risk of sexual violence 
and rape during long journeys to school.48
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After illustrating through various examples how indig-
enous peoples and children suffer greater health inequalities 
compared with non-indigenous people, she explores the 
matter even further, through gender analysis:

Women acutely feel the low levels of health within indigenous 
communities. They are disproportionately affected by illness 
owing to reduced coping capacity caused by the denial of 
broader rights. Women also play a primary role in overseeing 
the health and well-being of their families and communi-
ties, and can be particularly affected by the suffering of 
children and other family members. Their gender and role 
as child-bearers also make them vulnerable to specific health 
difficulties.

Lack of respect for indigenous cultures is evident across all 
violations of indigenous peoples and is a fundamental part of 
the experiences of indigenous women and girls. The commodi-
fication of the cultures and cultural heritage of indigenous 
peoples is a common experience for many indigenous peoples. 
For example, indigenous territories have been declared World 
Heritage Sites without their free, prior and informed consent, 
thereby turning them into tourist areas. In most cases, the 
people who reap the biggest benefits are foreign or national 
travel and tour agencies or hotel owners.49

As for civil and political rights of indigenous women, Ms. 
Tauli-Corpuz has these to say:

Indigenous women and girls experience racism and racial 
discrimination as members of indigenous communities. Such 
violations of their rights also increase their vulnerability to 
other human rights abuses, as they are part of the intersect-
ing forms of discrimination and inequality that they face... 
However, in reality, indigenous women are often excluded 
from both indigenous decision-making structures and local 
and national political processes in States...

[R]eports suggest that indigenous women are overrepresented 
in the criminal justice systems and the number of indigenous 
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women in custody is increasing in a number of countries, 
including Australia, Canada and New Zealand...

Issues associated with disregard for collective and individual 
indigenous rights—such as abuse of women, mental health 
problems and poverty—have been identified as causal factors 
in criminal behaviour among indigenous women...

It has been estimated that more than one in three indigenous 
women are raped during their lifetime... In Fiji, India, 
Myanmar, Nepal, the Philippines, Thailand and Timor-
Leste, the militarization of conflict over indigenous land has 
led to gang-rape, sexual enslavement and killing of tribal 
women and girls... Practices commonly carried out in the 
name of tradition, such as female gender mutilation and 
child marriage, impact some but not all indigenous communi-
ties... [A]vailable data suggests that indigenous women are 
significantly more likely to be victims of domestic violence than 
non-indigenous women.50

In an assessment in her report, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz pin-
points gaps in analysis and lack of attention in the work of the 
UN itself concerning indigenous women issues:

Despite the severity and regularity of violations of the rights 
of indigenous women, the attention of much of the United 
Nations human rights and development policy architecture 
has been limited... [A] number of development and other 
policy mechanisms, including the Millennium Development 
Goals, the proposed [S]ustainable [D]evelopment [G]oals and 
the Beijing Platform for Action, have given disproportionally 
low attention relative to needs.51

At the same time, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz observes and reports 
a positive counter-trend in the horizon: “There are, how-
ever, promising signs that the gap in monitoring indigenous 
women's rights is closing.” Among the good practices she has 
identified, she makes special mention of a native American 
tribe cited earlier by the UN Special Rapporteur on violence 
against women:

”
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[T]he tribal justice system of the Eastern Band of Cherokee 
Indians in the United States has an effective infrastructure to 
provide safety of women within their jurisdiction, including 
dedicated codes to address domestic violence and training for 
personnel of tribal law enforcement authorities, tribal courts, 
prosecutors and probation officers.52

She notes that many tribes, including the Eastern Band 
of Cherokee Indians and her own Kankana-ey Igorot tribe, 
banish from their communities perpetrators of violence or 
rape against women so as to prevent the victims from fleeing 
their homes and to keep incidences of rape at very low levels.

And finally, based on this in-depth and insightful reading 
of the state of the world’s indigenous women and girls, Ms. 
Tauli-Corpuz comes up with concrete long-term and short-
term recommendations of great practical value. These include 
short-term recommendations seemingly mundane but very 
much relevant and urgent, such as ensuring birth registration 
of indigenous children in national systems. Among only a few 
of the many other recommendations she has batted for are the 
following: 

a) 	 Develop an intercultural approach to health, and sup-
port reinforcement of traditional healing and health 
practices of indigenous peoples that have been proven 
to be effective; 

b) 	 Review and improve poverty-reduction programmes, 
such as conditional cash transfers, to ensure cultural 
and gender sensitivity;

c) 	 Develop educational materials that sensitize non-
indigenous populations to the cultural realities of 
indigenous communities and women;

d) 	 Explore the feasibility of implementing quota systems 
for indigenous women's representation in local and 
national politics;

e) 	 Consider the development of the special tribunals to 
ensure access to justice for indigenous women follow-
ing abuses of their human rights.

Furthermore, she advocates deeper research into the root 
causes of food insecurity, domestic violence, over-representa-
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tion in prisons and violation of collective and individual rights 
in general among indigenous women. 

Finally, she urges States to “Consider developing national 
action plans on indigenous women's rights, which are strongly 
linked with clear monitoring and accountability systems.”

These analysis and recommendations are made all the 
more credible and authoritative, as they genuinely are, 
coming from the first woman and first indigenous UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Communications on Alleged Violations of 
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights

A major facet of Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s tasks and work has 
been to respond to alleged violations of the rights of indig-
enous peoples by sending to the concerned governments 
confidential communications requesting information, offering 
comments and recommending actions. Among the commu-
nications she has transmitted during her first two years as 
UNSRRIP are those listed down and categorized by global 
region and topic in Table 1.

As Table 1 indicates, the communications generated by 
the Special Rapporteur from June 2014 to May 2016 tackled 
a wide variety of key issues and complaints, ranging from 
the adverse effects of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) to 
lack of indigenous peoples’ control of their ancestral lands to 
environmental and civil rights abuse issues. Making up the 
leading topics of concern were the TPP (10), environmental 
destruction from mining and oil extraction/exploration (4 
each), and state-military repression (5). Communications to 
the governments of Central and South America topped the 
list categorized by region, accounting for 21 of the 49 com-
munications. The high number of complaints and high level 
of concern vis-à-vis the TPP from nearly all the regions shows 
that Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s decision to pay special attention on 
impact of corporate laws and dispute settlement mechanisms 
on indigenous peoples was well-justified and appropriate.
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Country Reports
These thematic conclusions that cut across countries, 

though with specific country variations, are often supported 
by the Special Rapporteur’s assessments of indigenous peo-
ples’ rights in selected countries. 

Normally based on fresh and up-close-and-personal data 
gathered in intensive visits and meetings in host countries, 
these country reports help pinpoint both the leading good 
practices and the heaviest obstacles to realizing indigenous 
peoples’ rights in each country. These visits and reports also 
provide the Special Rapporteur arenas whereby she is able to 
lend her special expertise and practical and hands-on problem-
solving acumen in helping find creative solutions to the most 
severe and complex violations of indigenous peoples’ rights. 
Her background and current activities as indigenous leader 
and activist-at-large concurrent with her mandate as Special 
Rapporteur affords her the natural facility and grassroots-
oriented understanding helpful in connecting and seeking 
solidarity with other indigenous leaders and representatives 
of indigenous organizations and networks. 

Not only have these country reports been the fruit of 
numerous travels to various regions within each of the host 
countries and a multitude of meetings with national and local 
government executives, lawmakers and members of the judi-
ciary. These reports are likewise the end-products of a large 
number of the Special Rapporteur’s visits to indigenous peo-
ples in their villages, to indigenous lands, to representatives 
of various indigenous peoples and to their national networks. 
These visits have brought her face to face as well with civil 
society and human rights groups working with indigenous 
communities. Ultimately, these reports strongly draw upon 
the wealth and abundance of concrete information from which 
Ms. Tauli-Corpuz as UNSRRIP has extracted and processed 
into recommendations the collective wisdom of indigenous 
peoples and organizations, civil society organizations and 
governments. 



36 Fulfilling the Mandate: The Work of the UNSRRIP, Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz

“

”

Among these country reports and their major conclusions 
include:

Official Visit to the Sami people in the Sapmi region 
of Norway, Sweden and Finland (August 25 to 27, 
2015) 

In her August 9, 2016 report to the UN Human Rights 
Council on the human rights situation of the Sami people, 
Ms. Tauli-Corpuz expressed the general finding that their 
indigenous peoples’ rights “do not appear to be sufficiently 
established, implemented or judicially protected in Norway, 
Sweden or Finland, resulting in their perpetual insecurity 
and instability.”53 According to the report, the surge in natural 
resource investments such as construction, mining, windmills, 
hydroelectric dams, overhead power lines, oil and gas installa-
tions in indigenous lands largely reliant on reindeer-herding 
has sparked social conflict.

The Special Rapporteur found that as in many other 
indigenous lands in other countries, the Sami people do not 
enjoy substantial legal control and ownerships of their ances-
tral lands despite commitments to the UNDRIP and the pres-
ence of an indigenous Sami Parliament. As her detailed report 
bears out, the dominant governments and laws in the Sapmi 
region fail to substantially recognize indigenous peoples’ 
rights over their lands, water and natural resources. In her 
report, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz describes this situation in Norway: 

While the process for identifying rights in the entire County of 
Finnmark has yet to conclude, the Special Rapporteur notes 
that in the investigations concluded to date, the Commission 
has almost exclusively found no grounds for recognizing Sami 
individual or collective ownership or usage rights beyond 
usage rights already granted to all inhabitants in Finnmark. 
Such conclusions seem to have been motivated by the State's 
active and extensive disposition of land and resources in the 
investigated fields which is seen to have precluded property or 
usage rights for the local population.54
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At the same time, as with her country assessments, Ms. 
Tauli-Corpuz’s Sami report serves as a channel for the collec-
tive, often ignored voices and enduring ecological wisdom of 
indigenous peoples. Her report points out:

The Special Rapporteur heard explanations from Sami repre-
sentatives that resource areas, the diversity of nature, cultural 
monuments, the landscape and the fjords comprise an impor-
tant part of the basis for their culture. The management of 
areas, nature and cultural heritage is therefore important to 
ensure the basis for preserving and developing Sami culture. 
It is important to find good solutions for the management of 
the use and conservation of natural resources that secure the 
reindeer husbandry, fresh and seawater fishing, small-scale 
farming, hunting and gathering that are important to Sami 
culture.

Official Country Visit to Honduras (November 2 to 10, 
2015)

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s report on Honduras, where indig-
enous leader Berta Caceres was murdered, is particularly dire 
and scathing: 

The situation of the indigenous peoples of Honduras is criti-
cal, since their rights over their lands, territories and natural 
resources are not protected, they face acts of violence when 
claiming their rights, in a general context of violence and im-
punity, and they lack access to justice. In addition, they suffer 
from inequality, poverty and a lack of basic social services, 
such as education and health... They call for immediate and 
decisive protection measures...55

In a statement issued on March 4, 2016, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz 
would go on to sound out a wake-up call against the killing 
across the globe of indigenous activists such as Berta Caceres: 
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Berta is the latest name on a long list of indigenous activists 
who have been murdered for standing up for their human 
rights. It is time for the nations of the world to bring per-
petrators to justice and to protect indigenous rights activists 
peacefully protesting the theft of their lands and resources.56 

Brazil (March 7 to 17, 2016) 
In the case of Brazil, the Special Rapporteur praises a 

number of positive developments that support the rights of 
indigenous peoples. Among those she cites are:57 

•	 “[C]onstructive and proactive role of specialized 
agencies” of the Brazilian government, such as the 
National Indian Foundation (FUNAI) and the Public 
Prosecutors’ Office;
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•	 “[E]stablishment of an internationally recognized legal 
and administrative framework for the demarcation of 
indigenous lands and the protection of land rights”; 
and

•	 “[O]rganization of the first national conference on 
indigenous policies, aimed at encouraging the State to 
review and revise colonial-based attitudes and policies 
towards indigenous peoples, and the establishment of 
the National Commission on Indigenous Policies.”

Alongside this, however, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s report 
highlights the deteriorating trend in the past eight years: “a 
worrying regression in the protection of indigenous peoples' 
rights.”58 It deeply traces these transgressions of their rights in 
part to what she calls “structural issues,” specifically:

The concentration of economic and political power in the 
hands of a small segment of Brazilian society has historically 
contributed to the exploitation of the lands and resource of 
indigenous peoples, without consideration for their rights or 
well-being...

The observation of the previous mandate holder that ‘indig-
enous peoples as a whole are disadvantaged economically and 
in terms of access to political power in relation to most of 
the rest of Brazilian society’ would, unfortunately, appear to 
be even more pertinent today, with indications of deep-seated 
structural discrimination towards indigenous peoples being 
on the increase and institutional changes serving to further 
disempower them.59

On the other hand, she appreciates the fact that citing her 
statement during her 2015 visit to Brazil warning of threats to 
the livelihood of indigenous communities, a federal court can-
celled the environmental permit of a Spanish-led megatourist 
project to undertake construction on the indigenous land of 
the Treembe people.60

Finally, in response to the most pressing challenges facing 
Brazil’s indigenous peoples, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s report puts 
forward an array of much-needed yet doable key recommen-
dations that include:61
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•	 Strengthen State institutions, such as FUNAI;
•	 Build the capacity of State officials, including senior 

members of the executive and lower court judges, in 
the light of their inappropriate application of doctrines 
that deny rights; 

•	 Redouble efforts in land demarcation and protection; 
•	 Conduct “a public campaign aimed at eliminating 

racism, discrimination, hate speech and violence to-
wards indigenous peoples.”

•	 Initiate an “independent and transparent national 
inquiry into violations of their rights.”

In her mission report, she urges the Brazilian government 
to: 

[In] collaboration with representatives of indigenous peoples 
and in accordance with their right to self-determination, 
develop a national action plan for the implementation of 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples in keeping with Brazil’s commitment at the World 
Conference on Indigenous Peoples.62

“
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All these insights and policy proposals, as Ms. Tauli-Corpuz 
envisions it, are geared to a new redefining of partnership of 
the State and indigenous peoples based on mutual respect. As 
she puts it:

Brazil owes a historical debt to its indigenous peoples who have 
suffered marginalization and discrimination since the forma-
tion of the State. Despite the hardships they have endured, 
they remain unwavering in their resolution to preserve their 
lands, to maintain and develop their cultures, customs and 
languages and to determine their own futures. Rather than 
being seen as a burden on the State or an obstacle to national 
development, their contributions to Brazilian society should be 
widely recognized and fully appreciated and celebrated. With 
this in mind, Brazil should embark on an inclusive process of 
belated State-building with its indigenous peoples premised 
on respectful and just relationships between self-determining 
peoples. 

Paraguay (November 21 to 28, 2014)
Her report on Paraguay in 2015 offers a similarly alarm-

ing assessment and equally urgent call to action: 

Paraguay has a constitutional framework in which the 
rights of indigenous peoples are recognized. However, this 
normative framework has not been translated into the legisla-
tive, administrative or other measures needed to ensure the 
enjoyment by indigenous peoples of their human rights, in 
particular their fundamental right to self-determination and 
their rights to their lands, territories and natural resources. 
The lack of access to justice and the persistence of racism and 
discrimination are also causes for concern.

There is a widespread lack of legal protection for indigenous 
peoples’ rights over their lands, territories and resources, 
which are vital to ensure their survival and uphold their 
dignity. This situation gives rise to numerous conflicts and 
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human rights violations. The Government of Paraguay 
should regard this as an emergency situation.63

Her report presents a picture of Paraguay’s indigenous 
peoples’ access to justice, participation, consultation that is 
both dismal and discouraging:

The Special Rapporteur received numerous reports about the 
lack of redress in cases where the human rights of indigenous 
peoples have been violated. She has learned, for example, 
about the situation of the Mbyá Guaraní communities in 
the Caazapá, Itapúa and Misiones departments, who were 
moved from their lands in the 1970s—without adequate 
compensation—to make way for the building of the Yacyretá 
hydroelectric dam...

There is a widespread problem in terms of non-compliance 
with the State’s obligation to engage in consultation before 
it adopts legislative, political and/or administrative measures 
that directly affect the indigenous peoples and their lands, 
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territories and natural resources. The majority of institutional 
projects and programmes for indigenous peoples about which 
the Special Rapporteur has received information, including 
those conducted by the Secretariat for Social Action, have not 
included a consultation process.64 

The situation of Paraguay’s indigenous peoples with 
respect to racism and discrimination as reported by Ms. Tauli-
Corpuz is likewise revealed as distressing:

The Special Rapporteur believes that racism and discrimina-
tion are at the heart of many of the problems faced by indig-
enous peoples in Paraguay. The indigenous populations have 
historically suffered, and continue to suffer, from multiple, 
intersectional forms of discrimination that interfere with their 
enjoyment of all their human rights. Although discrimination 
is prohibited under the Constitution, the State has not taken 
the necessary measures to put this prohibition into practice, 
and a general anti-discrimination law has yet to be passed.65
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In her Paraguay reports as with her country assessments, 
Ms. Tauli-Corpuz adopts a holistic, multi-dimensional ana-
lytical approach that takes into adequate consideration socio-
economic factors confronting indigenous peoples:

The socio-economic problems of the indigenous peoples of 
Paraguay cannot be separated from the socio-economic cir-
cumstances of the country as a whole. As pointed out by the 
Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, 
there are a series of structural factors in Paraguay, including 
corruption, vast inequality, a regressive tax structure, the 
concentration of landownership and environmental degrada-
tion, which, combined with institutional weaknesses, hinder 
progress in alleviating poverty.66

In the light of these acute problems, the Special 
Rapporteur’s report advances a broad spectrum of deep-
going reforms ranging from building a “new legal framework 
for indigenous peoples’ rights over their lands, territories 
and natural resources” to “their right to establish their own 
educational systems in their own languages.”67 
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Call to Paradigm Shift
But in a typical way, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz’s reports do not 

end there. She takes her analysis and recommendations even 
much further by boldly raising it to the long-term level of 
paradigm and world view. Thus she calls upon all involved 
to examine, address and root out indigenous problems and 
issues as they remain shaped by what she terms “the dominant 
paradigm.”

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz singles out neoliberal economic theory 
and practices among this paradigm’s key facets:

Neo-liberalism is an economic paradigm that champions the 
power of market forces and argues that, if left unregulated, 
markets will deliver global development. Neo-liberalism grew 
in dominance in the latter part of the twentieth century and 
infiltrated development policy. The entry of foreign direct in-
vestments in indigenous territories to exploit mineral resources 
and establish mega-infrastructure projects without the free, 
informed and prior consent of the citizens impacted by market 
liberalization and deregulation has led to systematic viola-
tions of indigenous land rights and self-determination. The 
global dominance of neo-liberalism has led to development 
that is measured by overall growth figures, but which gives 
little weight to whether such development leads to a reduction 
in inequality or poverty alleviation therefore significantly dis-
advantaging vulnerable groups, such as indigenous peoples 
and women.

Another way in which neo-liberalism has affected indigenous 
peoples and women are related to the structural adjustment 
policies of the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank. Such policy interventions, which are based on neo-
liberal doctrines, prescribe harsh fiscal austerity programmes 
as a remedy for economic underdevelopment and a high 
ratio of indebtedness in relation to gross domestic product. 
Dramatic decreases in government spending routinely result 
in cuts to vital services, which disproportionally impact the 
most vulnerable, including indigenous women.68
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To this powerful critique, she adds:

The progressive realization of the economic, social and cul-
tural rights of indigenous peoples clearly cannot be achieved 
through the perpetuation of the dominant development para-
digm which promotes exclusive and distorted economic growth 
which favors a small number of wealthy elites and certain 
geographical areas. The unprecedented inequality seen today 
within and between countries and the multiple financial, en-
vironmental, energy and food crises the world faced speak of 
the failures of this economic and social development model.69

Ms. Tauli-Corpuz also identifies a second facet of this 
paradigm: a global power imbalance:

The associated ‘implementation gap’ between law and 
practice is often symptomatic of power imbalances between 
vulnerable indigenous peoples and powerful political elites 
who seek to benefit from exploitation of resources found in 
their territories...

Therefore, even in jurisdictions with advanced legal frame-
works, deep-rooted structural discrimination and vested 
interests can render ineffective the legal protections afforded 
to indigenous peoples.70

Such unequal power relations between indigenous peoples 
and corporations and States also contribute to endemic levels 
of poverty among indigenous peoples...

While investors are able to access a strong and arguably 
disproportionate form of remedy, States and/or indigenous 
peoples are often unable to effectively legally challenge 
corporate practices that severely undermine the realization 
of human rights. That contributes to a dangerous accumula-
tion of power among international corporate actors, which 
impedes States’ abilities to act as an effective regulator and 
protector of human and indigenous peoples’ rights.71
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In her report on Brazil, she traces to the entrenchment 
of the economic and political elite the continuing violations of 
indigenous peoples’ rights such as the killings and the eviction 
of the Kaiowa Guarani people in Mato Grosso.72

In her reports, Ms. Tauli-Corpuz points to a third facet 
of this dominant paradigm: Western individualist culture and 
its corrupting influence on what used to be communal indig-
enous values of some indigenous communities. She describes 
this influence as follows:

Indigenous communities that have moved away from their 
ancestors' cosmovision, views, and rituals may have been 
negatively influenced by the western model of development, 
which gives priority to the individual's success over that of the 
community.73

In the long haul, what the Special Rapporteur is advocat-
ing amounts to a broad-ranging profound paradigm shift in 
public policy as well as in the day-to-day practice of develop-
ment to that which is distinctly guided by and indelibly imbued 
with the age-old traditional communal and ecological wisdom 
and spirit of indigenous peoples.  

As such, readers are well-advised to read these reports 
contained in the following pages of this book in their entirety. 
They bear a wealth of wisdom and insight that flows from the 
great rich tradition of indigenous communal knowledge and 
lifeways passed on through countless generations. They also 
depict a microcosm of the struggles of indigenous peoples 
against all odds in the work of one global indigenous leader, 
Special Rapporteur Victoria Tauli-Corpuz. Through these 
reports, it is hoped that more and more people realize the 
unassailable truth that indeed, indigenous peoples make up a 
significant slice of the world much upon whom will hinge the 
future of humankind and its planet.
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A. Submission of information to the 
Special Procedures

What are the Special Procedures?
The Special Procedures of the Human Rights Council are 

independent human rights experts who:

•	 monitor the situation in countries through visits;
•	 act on complaints of alleged human rights violations 

by sending communications;
•	 conduct thematic studies and organize expert 

consultations;
•	 contribute to the development of international human 

rights standards;
•	 engage in advocacy and raise public awareness;
•	 and provide advice for technical cooperation to 

Governments.

The experts report annually to the Human Rights Council, 
and the majority of the mandates also report to the General 
Assembly. 

More information on the special procedures can be 
found at: http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/SP/Pages/
Welcomepage.aspx

List of thematic mandates: http://spinternet.
o h c h r. o rg / _ L a y o u t s / S p e c i a l P r o c e d u r e s I n t e r n e t /
ViewAllCountryMandates.aspx?Type=TM

List of country mandates: http://spinternet.
o h c h r. o rg / _ L a y o u t s / S p e c i a l P r o c e d u r e s I n t e r n e t /
ViewAllCountryMandates.aspx
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What are Communications?
Communications are letters sent by the Special Procedures 

to Governments and others, such as intergovernmental or-
ganisations, businesses, military or security companies. 

In these letters, the experts report on allegations of human 
rights violations they have received, regarding:

•	 past human rights violations – which can be the object 
of a letter of allegation;

•	 on-going or potential human rights violation – which 
can be the object of an urgent appeal;

•	 concerns relating to bills, legislation, policies or prac-
tices that do not comply with international human 
rights law and standards.

The expert(s) will in the letter present the allegations 
and request clarifications on them. Where necessary, the 
experts request that the concerned authorities take action to 
prevent or stop the violation, investigate it, bring to justice 
those responsible and make sure that remedies are available 
to the victim(s) or their families. The experts also recall the 
applicable human rights provisions in these letters. 

There are other procedures applicable to the Working 
Group on Arbitrary Detention and the Working Group on 
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances; please consult their 
methods of work here:

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Detention/Pages/
WGADIndex.aspx

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Disappearances/Pages/
MethodsWork.aspx

The complaints procedure of the Special Procedures is 
not a quasi-judicial procedure, and the Special Procedures 
do not have power or authority to enforce their views or 
recommendations.

There are also procedures for complaints which fall out-
side of the Special Procedures system - through the complaints 
procedures to the Treaty Bodies and the Human Rights 
Council Complaint Procedure.
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What is the purpose of communications?
The purpose of communications is for the Special 

Procedures to:

•	 draw the attention of Governments and others on al-
leged human rights violations;

•	 ask that the violations are prevented, stopped, investi-
gated, or that remedial action is taken;

•	 report to the Human Rights Council on communi-
cations sent and replies received, therefore raising 
public awareness on individual, and group cases as 
well as legislative and policies developments they have 
addressed in a given period.

What do Communications address?
The communications address:

•	 allegations of violation of the human rights of one or 
more individuals;

•	 allegations of violation of the human rights of a group 
or a community;

•	 allegations that a bill, a law, a decree, a policy and/
or a practice is not in compliance with international 
human rights law and standards.

What are the criteria applied to act on a submission?
Each expert will decide whether she/he will take action on 

a given submission, on the basis of the information received 
and the scope of her/his mandate. 

This decision depends also on criteria laid down in the 
Code of Conduct for the experts (“Code of conduct of the 
Special Procedures mandate-holders of the Human Rights 
Council”, Human Rights Council resolution 5/2):

•	 the communication should not be manifestly un-
founded or politically motivated;

•	 the communication should contain a factual descrip-



59Endnotes

tion of the alleged violations of human rights;
•	 the language in the communication should not be 

abusive;
•	 the communication should be submitted on the basis 

of credible and detailed information;
•	 the communication should not be exclusively based on 

reports disseminated by mass media.

Experts will not require that the concerned State has rati-
fied an international or regional human rights treaty, or that 
the alleged victim has exhausted domestic remedies to send a 
communication.

Who can submit information, and how?
Any individual, group, civil-society organization, inter-

governmental entity or national human rights bodies can 
submit information to the Special Procedures. 

The form that you are about to access includes informa-
tion that is both required and desirable in order for experts 
to properly examine a case and take action as needed. If you 
are not able to complete the form online, you may send your 
submission via e-mail to urgent-action@ohchr.org. Post sub-
missions may be sent to OHCHR-UNOG, 8-14 Avenue de la 
Paix, 1211 Geneve 10, Switzerland. In order to keep track of 
submissions, you are encouraged to use the online form.

What happens with my submission?
When received, information is screened and directed to 

concerned Special Procedures mandates. 

If information has been submitted through the online 
form or by e-mail, you will receive an automatic acknowledge-
ment that your submission has been received. This does not 
mean that experts have taken action on the submission. 

If one or more expert(s) send(s) a communication on 
the basis of your submission, you will not be notified, as this 
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information remains confidential until the communication is 
published in one of the three reports compiling the communi-
cations to the Human Rights Council each year. 

For more information on these reports please see:

ht tp : / /www.ohchr.org /EN/HRBodie s /SP /Pages /
CommunicationsreportsSP.aspx

Consent and confidentiality
Because communications are aimed at soliciting a response 

on the measures taken to stop, investigate the violations, 
punish those responsible and provide remedies to victims, 
these have to be as comprehensive, detailed and precise as 
possible. Therefore, communications sent to a Government 
or an intergovernmental organisation, a business, a military 
or security company, will by default include the name(s) of 
the alleged victim(s). However, if the victim(s) or her/his/
their representatives make(s) it clear in the submission that 
concerns relating to the security of the alleged victim(s) exist, 
the experts may exceptionally decide to withhold the victims’ 
names from the communication. 

Reports compiling communications sent and responses 
received are published in a report prepared for each session of 
the Human Rights Council. These reports contain the letters 
sent by the experts, including the names of the alleged vic-
tims – except alleged victims under 18 years of age or alleged 
victims of sexual violence, whose names are not published. If 
it is clear from the submission that concerns relating to the 
security of the alleged victim(s) exist, the report will not men-
tion the victim(s) by name.

It is extremely important that alleged victims and/or 
their families or representatives indicate in their submissions 
whether they DO or DO NOT consent that:

•	 the names of the victims be disclosed in the communi-
cations to Governments, intergovernmental organisa-
tions, businesses, military or security companies.

•	 the names of the victims appear in a public report to 
the Human rights Council.



61Endnotes

How much time does the process take?
The experts strive to act as quickly as possible on the sub-

mission of information, with attention given to the most seri-
ous and urgent cases. Cases may be taken up within 24 hours 
of their submission. However, it may take longer particularly 
when sufficient information is not available in the submission. 
You should provide detailed but concise information and 
attach key substantiating information only. 

Use of the online form is highly recommended. 

Due to the number of submissions received and the initial 
confidentiality nature of communications, it is not yet possible 
to provide status updates on submissions. You are therefore 
encouraged to regularly check the Communications Reports.

The online form
Each page of the online form contains “Help and informa-

tion” to help users navigate the form. 

Certain fields are mandatory and marked with an asterisk. 
You must complete these fields in order to submit the form. 

You may save the form at any point and come back to it 
within 24 hours.
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B. Submitting Information to the Special 
Rapporteur

To carry out her work, the Special Rapporteur relies heavily 
on information from indigenous peoples, their organizations 
and NGOs. The Special Rapporteur encourages these sources 
to submit information that relates to her mandate from the 
Human Rights Council, which is to promote the human rights 
of indigenous peoples and address specific situations in which 
their rights are being violated. This information may be about 
positive developments, studies or conferences of interest, new 
initiatives, or problem situations.

Information alleging human rights violations
The Special Rapporteur is authorized to act on credible 

information alleging human rights violations of indigenous 
peoples. No formal requirements exist for submitting in-
formation to the Special Rapporteur on alleged violations. 
Neither exhaustion of domestic remedies nor a detailed legal 
argument about the case is required. Any person, group or 
organization can send information to the Special Rapporteur 
irrespective of the relationship with the victim(s) of the alleged 
violation.

Information submitted to the Special Rapporteur on al-
leged violations should include a detailed description of the 
circumstances of the case. It should be precise and as brief as 
possible while providing a complete statement of the situa-
tion, and may be accompanied by annexes providing written 
or graphic evidence of the facts. See below on information to 
be included in submission.
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Procedure for communications on alleged violations

Types of cases

The mandate of the Special Rapporteur is broadly de-
fined, and thus her communications have focused on a wide 
range of issues related to the rights of indigenous peoples, 
both individual and collective. Past communications include 
cases of killings, tortures, threats, and other abuses commit-
ted against indigenous leaders and community members. In 
addition, the Special Rapporteur has sent communications in 
relation to violations of indigenous peoples' rights over lands 
and natural resources, such as dispossession and removal, 
lack of prior consultation regarding development projects, 
etc. The Special Rapporteur has also intervened with regard 
to the content of national legislation and policies that have 
a direct impact on indigenous peoples. At present, given the 
existence of other United Nations mechanisms to address 
violations of individual rights, the Special Rapporteur gives 
priority consideration to those cases involving infringements 
of the collective rights of indigenous peoples, in particular the 
collective rights affirmed in the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Requirements

No formal requirements exist in order for the Special 
Rapporteur to receive information or to send communica-
tions on alleged violations. Neither exhaustion of domestic 
remedies nor a detailed legal argument about the case is 
required. Any person or organization can send information 
to the Special Rapporteur irrespective of the relationship with 
the victim(s) of the alleged violation.
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Procedure

As information arrives, the Special Rapporteur first 
seeks to determine the validity of the information and de-
cides whether it is advisable to send a communication to the 
Government concerned. The decision to intervene is at the 
discretion of the Special Rapporteur. Due to the large number 
of cases received, it is impossible to respond to every situation. 
This decision will depend on various criteria including: the 
credibility of information received; the detail provided; the 
extent to which the case is representative of situations faced 
by indigenous peoples generally, and the possibility that inter-
vention by the Special Rapporteur may have a positive impact.

If the Special Rapporteur determines that intervention on 
her part is appropriate given the relevant circumstances, ordi-
narily she will communicate with the Government concerned 
through either a written urgent appeal or an allegation letter. 
Depending upon the specificities of the case, a communication 
may be sent jointly with other Special Procedures mandate 
holders.

Follow-up

The Government may react to the Special Rapporteur's 
letter and investigate the alleged facts, and/or take action to 
prevent or end any violation, but this is not always the case. 
In some cases, the Special Rapporteur may follow-up with 
further communications or other types of actions. This follow 
up may consist of a written evaluation of the situation with 
specific recommendations, which may be included in a Special 
report. However, resource limitations make it impossible to 
follow-up on every case, and past experiences have shown that 
often the impact of the Special Rapporteur's actions depends 
on the mobilization of civil society and indigenous peoples' or-
ganizations, as well as on their efficient use of the mechanism.
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Confidentiality

The communications are confidential and the sources are 
not disclosed. A summary of all the communications sent by the 
Special Rapporteur during the year, along with the responses 
received from the Governments concerned, are published as 
an addendum to the Special Rapporteur's annual report to 
the Human Rights Council.

Information on alleged violations should include, 
where applicable:

When and Where: Date, time and precise location of the 
incident (Country, region, municipality)

Victim(s) or Community Affected: Name, number and full 
details on the location of the indigenous people, community 
or individual(s) whose rights allegedly have been violated or 
are under threat.

What happened: Detailed circumstances of the alleged vio-
lation. If an initial event leads to others, please describe them 
chronologically. In cases of general measures, such as national 
legislation or policies, indicate their stage of development and 
how indigenous peoples have or will be affected by them.

Perpetrator(s): Detailed information on the person(s) or 
institution(s) responsible for the violation and their relation, if 
any, to the Government concerned. If circumstances require, 
provide an explanation of the reasons for suspecting respon-
sibility of the person(s) or institution(s) identified.

Action taken by State authorities: If applicable, what ac-
tions have been taken by the relevant authorities to remedy 
the situation? Has the matter been reported to the administra-
tive or judicial authorities of the State concerned? Note that 
exhaustion of domestic remedies is not a requirement.

This information merely aids the Special Rapporteur in 
understanding the allegation and developing an appropriate 
response.
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Action taken before international bodies: Has any action 
been initiated before other international or regional human 
rights mechanisms? If so, at what stage are these other inter-
national actions?

Source: Name and full address of the indigenous people, 
organization or individual(s) submitting the information. 
These contact details are essential in the event the Special 
Rapporteur needs clarification or further information on the 
case. This information is kept confidential, unless the source 
authorizes otherwise.

Contact information
Anyone who wishes to submit information to the Special 

Rapporteur may do so in one of the following ways:

Email (preferred method): indigenous@ohchr.org 
Please include “Communication regarding [country or indig-
enous people]” in the Subject Line
Fax: +41 – 22 917 90 06
Mail
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples
c/o OHCHR-UNOG
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Palais Wilson
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

******

New portal for submitting info to UN Special Rapporteurs 
Human Rights: https://spsubmission.ohchr.org/
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D. Summary of Annual/Thematic Reports

Annual Reports to the Human Rights Council and 
General Assembly

The Special Rapporteur’s annual reports include descrip-
tions of the activities carried out within the framework of the 
mandate and discussion of specific themes or issues of particu-
lar relevance to the concerns of indigenous peoples.

2017

A/72/186 Report of the Special Rapporteur to 
the General Assembly on the rights 
of indigenous peoples A/72/186, 21 
July 2017. Implementation of the 
United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

PDF: En Sp Ar Fr Ru Ch

A/HRC/36/46 Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
to the Human Rights Council. 15 
September 2017. Impacts of climate 
change and climate finance on 
indigenous peoples' rights.

PDF: En (Advance 
Unedited Version)

2016

A/71/229 Report of the Special Rapporteur on 
the rights of indigenous peoples to 
the General Assembly, July 29, 2016.
Conservation and indigenous 
peoples' rights

PDF: En Sp Ar Fr Ru

A/HRC/33/42 Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
to the Human Rights Council. 11 
August 2016.  
Impacts of international investment 
agreements on the rights of 
indigenous peoples

PDF: En Sp Ar Fr Ru
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2015

 A/70/301 Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
to the General Assembly, August 7, 
2015. 
The impact of international 
investment and free trade on the 
human rights of indigenous peoples.

PDF: En Sp Ar Ch Fr Ru

A/HRC/30/41 Report of the Special Rapporteur on 
the rights of indigenous peoples to 
the Human Rights Council. Rights of 
indigenous women and girls.

PDF: En Ar Ru Sp

A/HRC/30/41/
Add.1

Addendum - The situation of 
indigenous peoples in Paraguay

PDF: En Sp

2014

A/69/267 Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
to the General Assembly, August 
6, 2014

PDF: Ar Ch En Fr Ru Sp

A/HRC/27/52 Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
to the Human Rights Council, 
August 11, 2014

PDF: En Fr Ar Ru Sp

A/HRC/27/52/
Add.1

Addendum - Mission to Panama PDF: Ar Ch En Fr Ru Sp

A/HRC/27/52/
Add.2

Addendum - Mission to Canada PDF: Ar Ch En Fr Ru Sp

A/HRC/27/52/
Add.3

Addendum - Mission to Peru PDF: Ar En Fr Ru Sp

A/HRC/27/52/
Add.4

Addendum - Observations on 
communications

PDF: En [Advance 
Version]
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E. Summary of Country Reports
The Special Rapporteur's country reports evaluate the 

situations of indigenous peoples in selected countries and offer 
recommendations to governments and other actors on how to 
address particular matters of concern within the framework of 
applicable international standards. These reports are based on 
information gathered during the Special Rapporteur's visits to 
the countries as well as on independent research conducted 
by her and her support team on the relevant issues, peoples 
and locations.

2017

A/HRC/36/46/
Add.1

Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
on her mission to the United States 
of America

PDF  
En Sp Fr Ru Ar Ch

A/HRC/36/46/
Add.2

Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
on her visit to Australia

PDF  
En Sp Fr Ru Ar Ch

2016

A/HRC/33/42/
Add.1

Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
on her mission to Brazil

PDF  En Sp Fr Ru Ar Ch
Portugues

A/HRC/33/42/
Add.2

The situation of indigenous peoples 
in Honduras PDF  En Sp Fr Ru Ar Ch

A/HRC/33/42/
Add.3

Report of the Special Rapporteur 
on the rights of indigenous peoples 
on the human rights situation of the 
Sami people in the Sápmi region of 
Norway, Sweden and Finland

PDF  En Sp Fr Ru Ar Ch

2015

A/HRC/30/41/
Add.1

 The situation of indigenous peoples 
in Paraguay  PDF  En Sp



127Endnotes

F. Summary of Statements and Press 
Releases

# Article Title Date

1 Declaración de cierre de misión a México. Relatora Especial 
Victoria Tauli-Corpuz 17-11-2017

2 Current risks and challenges to the physical and cultural 
survival of indigenous peoples in Latin America 17-10-2017

3 Statement of the Special Rapporteur on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples to the UN General Assembly 12-10-2017

4 Statement to the Human Rights Council 36th Session 21-09-2017

5 Tenth Anniversary of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples 12-07-2017

6 Statement by Victoria Tauli-Corpuz. 16th session of the UN 
Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues 01-05-2017

7
The tenth anniversary of the adoption of the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. Statement 
by Victoria Tauli-Corpuz

25-04-2017

8
Relatora Especial de Naciones Unidas: Pueblos indígenas 
esperan continuar los diálogos con el Gobierno y demás 
sectores en Honduras

21-04-2017

9
End of Mission Statement by UNSR on the rights of 
indigenous peoples, Victoria Tauli-Corpuz on her visit to 
Australia

03-04-2017

10 End of mission statement on United States by the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 03-03-2017

11 Keynotes: 3rd Meeting of the Indigenous Peoples' Forum at 
IFAD 12-02-2017

12 UN experts condemn string of Ecuador clampdowns on 
human rights organizations 30-12-2016

13 Consultation and consent: Principles, experiences and 
challenges 19-11-2016

14 Statement of Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples to the UN General Assembly 17-10-2016

15 Ethiopia: UN experts call for international commission to help 
investigate systematic violence against protesters 10-10-2016
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16 North Dakota: “Indigenous peoples must be consulted prior 
to oil pipeline construction” – UN expert 23-09-2016

17 Statement to Human Rights Council 33rd Session, 2016 21-09-2016

18 Indigenous Peoples’ right to education – a transformative 
force for empowerment 09-08-2016

19 Statement on the celebration of the International Day of the 
World's Indigenous Peoples in the Philippines 09-08-2016

20 El Salvador: “Hope for victims” – UN experts welcome 
annulment of the Amnesty Law 16-07-2016

21 Seeking for More Effective Ways of Implementing the UN 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 14-07-2016

22 Critical Issues and Challenges in addressing rights of 
indigenous persons with disabilities 11-07-2016

23 Brazilian mine disaster – UN experts call for a timely 
resolution after the settlement suspension 05-07-2016

24 UN Experts Statement on Habitat III: New Urban Agenda 
Must be Based in Human Rights 30-06-2016

25 A death foretold in Brazil – UN expert condemns indigenous 
peoples killings and urges an end to violence 22-06-2016

26
World Environment Day – 5 June. “A deadly undertaking” – 
UN experts urge all Governments to protect environmental 
rights defenders

05-06-2016

27 Conflict, peace and the human rights of Indigenous Peoples 23-05-2016

28 Berta Cáceres’ murder: UN experts renew call to Honduras 
to end impunity 12-04-2016

29 Brazil. End of Mission Statement. United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 17-03-2016

30 UN Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples 
announces follow-up visit to Brazil 05-03-2016

31 UN expert condemns killing of rights defender Berta Cáceres 
in Honduras 04-03-2016

32 Flint: Fundamentally about human rights – UN experts 
underline 03-03-2016

33 Guatemala: UN experts welcome judgment of two former 
military officials for crimes against humanity 01-03-2016

34 Human rights, indigenous jurisdiction and access to justice 24-02-2016
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35 Observations on strengthening indigenous women's access 
to justice and protection against violence 23-02-2016

36
Intellectual Property, Genetic Resources and Associated 
Traditional Knowledge: Indigenous and Local Community 
Perspectives

16-02-2016

37 Canada must address root causes of extreme violence and 
discrimination against indigenous women – Rights experts 01-02-2016

38 Finland. New bill threatens Sami’s rights to their traditional 
lands and livelihood 17-12-2015

39 Removing Rights for Indigenous Peoples places Forests, 
Climate Plan at Risk. Statement from Paris, COP21 07-12-2015

40
Nicaragua: Experta de la ONU exhorta a la calma ante la 
creciente situación de violencia en la Región Autónoma del 
Atlántico Norte

01-12-2015

41
End-of-mission statement on Honduras by the Special 
Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, Victoria 
Tauli-Corpuz

10-11-2015

42 UN experts urge Latin America and the Caribbean to adopt 
trend-setting agreement on environmental democracy 22-10-2015

43
Statement by United Nations experts on the ECLAC’s 
negotiation of a regional instrument on environmental 
democracy

22-10-2015

44 Statement by Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 
peoples to 70th session of the UN General Assembly 20-10-2015

45 Statement to the Human Rights Council, 30th Session 2015 22-09-2015

46 Philippines: UN experts urge probe into killings of three 
Indigenous peoples’ rights defenders 22-09-2015

47 Land and resource rights are key to Sami people’s self-
determination, UN rights expert says 28-08-2015

48
ECUADOR. Relatora Especial sobre los Derechos de 
los Pueblos indígenas exhorta a la calma y el diálogo en 
Ecuador

24-08-2015

49 UN rights expert to assess Sami people’s self-determination 
and land and resource rights 24-08-2015

50 UN rights expert urges Brazil not to evict Guarani and 
Kaiowá indigenous peoples from their traditional lands 11-08-2015

51 Statement. International Day of the World's Indigenous 
Peoples, 9 August 2015 08-08-2015
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52 Statement to the 8th session of the EMRIP. Follow up to the 
World Conference on Indigenous Peoples 20-07-2015

53 Belize Government’s recent actions show troubling disregard 
for Maya property rights, UN expert warns 07-07-2015

54

Opening remarks. First session of the open-ended 
intergovernmental working group on transnational 
corporations and other business enterprises with respect to 
human rights

06-07-2015

55 Statement to the 14th session of the UN Permanent Forum 
on Indigenous Issues 27-04-2015

56 Human Rights and Climate Change. Indigenous Peoples' 
rights must be respected in global climate change agreement 06-03-2015

57
Expert Testimony before the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights on the Case of Kaliña and Lokono Peoples vs. the 
Government of Surinam

08-02-2015

58 World Bank should recognize importance of human rights in 
its new environmental and social policies 17-12-2014

59 Peru / Indigenous peoples: “New oil project threatens further 
harm for human rights victims” – UN experts warn 15-12-2014

60
End of Mission to Paraguay Statement: UN Special 
Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Victoria 
Tauli-Corpuz

28-11-2014

61 Paraguay: UN rights expert to assess indigenous peoples’ 
participation and land and resource rights 19-11-2014

62 Statement by Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous 
peoples to 69th session of the UN General Assembly 20-10-2014

63 A new climate change agreement must include human rights 
protections for all 17-10-2014

64 UN system-wide actions for the Implementation of the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. Statement of the Special Rapporteur 22-09-2014

65 Statement to the Human Rights Council, 27th Session 2014 17-09-2014

66 Justice still remains elusive for many indigenous peoples in 
many parts of the world 09-08-2014

67 Indigenous peoples cannot be ‘deleted’ from the new global 
development goals, UN experts state 18-07-2014

68

Meetings with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of 
indigenous peoples during the seventh session of the United 
Nations Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples

27-06-2014
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69 Presentation to the WCIP Interactive Dialogue June 17-18, 
2014 18-06-2014

70 UN Expert congratulates El Salvador on reforms to 
Constitution recognizing indigenous peoples 17-06-2014



132 Fulfilling the Mandate: The Work of the UNSRRIP, Ms. Victoria Tauli-Corpuz








